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Isaiah xxvi. g. 

When thy Judgments are in the Earthy the 
Inhabitants of the World will learn Righ- 
teoufnefs. 



THE Prophet's Obfervation is founded on a 
perfedl Acquaintance with the Hiftory, and 
an intimate Knowledge of the Spirit and Tem- 
per of his Countrymen. The Bleffings they, enjoyed 
were not always accompanied with a thankful Heart. 
They considered them as a Kind of Right, in confe- 
fequence of God's Promifes to their Forefathers j and 
were apt to overlook the bountiful Hand, through 
which they were freely given. Their Power and Plenty 
were applied to the Gratification of their Lures, and 
not to the Honour and Service of God. The Lewd- 
nefs and Licence, that attended the religious Solemni- 
ties of their Neighbours, were more to their Tafte, than 
the Chaftnefs and Decency of their own Worfhip. 
Hence they fell eafily into the Idolatries and Superflitions 
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of the Heathen, and filled the Land with Abomina- 
tions. 

But if Eafe and Plenty made them licentious and wan- 
ton, Affliction andDiftrefs could fubdue and humble them. 
When the Hand of God lay heavy on them, and his 
Judgments were at their Doors, their Souls were filled 
with Compunction and Sorrow. They drew near to 
the Lord with the fame Zeal with which they had fled 
from him, and returned into the Way of his Com- 
mandments. Examine their Hiftory from their Exit 
out of Egypt down to the Babylonijb Captivity, and 
you will find that this was the general Tenof of their 
Conduct. Profperity and Corruption, Diftrefs and Piety, 
produced and followed each other in alternate Suc- 
ceffion. 

The People of God were caft in the fame Mould,, 
and had the fame Powers and Paflions, as the reft of 
Mankind j and in this Picture of the lfraetites, I have 
given you a true Picture of Man. Profperity is apt to 
make him thoughtlefs, prefumptuous, and wanton ; he 
grows fecure in his own imagined Strength, and lives 
in a Kind of Independence on Providence. But if Ad- 
verfity touches himj if the Wrath of Heaven is let 
loofe upon him, in Famine or Peftilence, or any other 
extraordinary Calamity, he is foon made fenfible of his 
Weaknefs. He is ready to look up to that Power, 

which 
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which. alone can fupport and fave him, and whilft his 
Judgments are in the Earth will learn Righteoufnefs. 

If we look at Home, we mail fee thefe Reflections 
fadly verified. The Generations paft would furnifh. 
many Examples : But there is little need of going far back, 
firice a few Years will be fufficient for the Purpofe. 

WhiLfl: we were lately prefied with the Calamities of 
War;, when Rebellion advanced with fierce Counte- 
nance, and. pointed even to the Capital j though fome 
appeared to have no Feeling of the Danger, yet the 
Hearts of many began to faint* Willing to fecure a 
Friend in cafe of Extremity, they called upon the Lord 
for Help, arid his Temples were filled with Votaries. 
But when the Danger was blown over, the Impreflioris 
it occaftoned were foon worn out. Peace brought with 
it Security both within and without. The Fear of the 
Lord vanifhed with the Fear of Man, and Religion gave 
Place to Vice and to Vanity. 

But this State of Forgetfulnefs and Difupation lailed- 
not long. A little Time brought freft, Alarms, in a 
Form that was yet more dreadful;' when the Lord arofe 
to make terribly the Earth* and the Foundations of this 
proud City trembled before him. Thofe who were not 
loft to alLSenfe of Religion took the Alarm in good 
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earneft, and purfued the Meafures that Reafon and Reli- 
gion. di<flated. All was Humiliation, Piety, and Devo- 
tion. The Houfe of God was crowded with Sqppli- 
cants to deprecate his Wrath.; his Altars were furrounded 
with true Penitents, and Religion wore a Face of Se- 
rioufnefs and Solemnity. How long this lafted, every 
one here prefent will eafily recollect. In the Hearts of a 
few perhaps, and I fear it is but very few, the good Ef- 
fects of it may ftill remain. But with the Generality of 
the People it was much otherwife. Scenes of Terror 
and of Piety, were foon fucceeded by Scenes of Pleafure, 
of Madnefs and Folly ; and the World grew as vain, as 
wanton, and as wicked as ever. 

But this temporary Contrition, in Times of Calamity, 
and this fudden Tranfition to the other Extreme, when 
the Scene' changes, will not avail us for ever. A fimilar 
Conduct in the Jewifh Nation, after all the Calamities 
of War, ended in their Captivity and total Difperfion. 
And God knows how foon it may bring us to the fame 
End or a worfe. God, in his Mercy, bore with them 
ibr many Ages,. and he has born with us. His Patience 
and Forbearance 1 have their Bounds ; and it is well worth 
confidering, whether we are not drawing near to the ut- 
.moft Limits of them. Public Calamity and Diftrefs are 
authoritative Warnings of our Danger, and Calls upon us 
to repent and amend our Lives ; and whether they be 

natural 
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natural or judicial, were intended by Providence for that 
End.. 

Let us then look round us, and attend to the Alarms 
we have lately received, and the providential Warnings 
that ftill hang over us. We have juft feen the Judg- 
ments of God, in the moft alarming and dreadful Form, 
fall on a neighbouring opulent and flourishing Kingdom;, 
and its Capital, long famous for its Riches, Magnificence 
and Splendor, involved in one difmal Ruin. And fuch 
is the Diforder, into which the Powers of Nature are 
fallen, that the Earth feems not yet to have recovered its 
natural Stability. 

When a Neighbour's Houfe is in Flames, proverbial 
Prudence teaches us to regard' our own. But our Con- 
cern, in this Cafe, is yet nearer : To the People, where 
thefe Judgments fell, we are united in the ftraiteuY 
Tyes of Friendfhip and Commerce; and in that View, 
we are Fellbw-fufferers with them, and Sharers in the 
common Calamity. 

And though the Earth, in this Ifland; was not fen- 
fibly fhaken, yet another Element was thrown, in 
many Parts of it, into unufual and frightful Agitations. 
And let us remember, that the fame Power which dis- 
turbed the Waters, is able to difturb the Earth aho; 
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and that he who has made of one fenced City a ruinous 
Heap, can, at his Will, bring another and a greater, 
to the fame dreadful and calamitous End. 

Though God was pleafed to pour the heavier! of his 
Judgments on one Kingdom; yet many others had a 
large Share of them. And though the utmoft Extent of 
this alarming Stroke has not been duly traced, and pro- 
bably never can be ; yet we are fure it extended through 
a great Part of the known World. A lively and affecting 
Proof, to thofe who want to be convinced or awakened, 
that God's Arm is not lhortened; and that he is able, in 
an inftant, to carry Deftrudtion to every Part of the Globe, 
and to join the moft diftant People in one common Ruin. 

But you will fay perhaps (for it is the Language now 
in fafhion) that fuch Events are owing altogether to 
natural Caufes ■, by which doubtkfs you would intimate, 
that Providence has no hand in them, and confequently 
that Man has little caufe to concern himfelf about them. 
I lhall not difpute your Right to ufe the Language that 
beft pleafes you. But what will you gain by it ? Con- 
fider, that natural Caufes, acting with due Force, may 
be too hard for you. Your Neighbours ftand a living 
and melancholy Proof of it ; God, in his Mercy, grant 
that your turn be not the next ! But if this fhould hap- 
pen to be your Fate, to be plunged into another world, 

by 
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by an inftantaneous Shock, with all your Sins about you, 
it will 1 import you but little, whether the Caufe be na- 
tural or fupef natural. 

But; after all, they who are fond of this Language 
would do Well to examine themfelves, whether they un- 
derftand rightly, what natural Caujes mean. In the 
Minds of many that ufe it, I doubt whether it has a dif- 
tinct meaning; and in fome I fufpedt it has no meaning 
at all. 

Matter has no active Principle, or tcaufe, originally in- 
herent in it j and natural caufeS, as they exift in Matter, 
are ftrictly fpeaking Effects only. They are nothing 
more than Impreffionsl on it by the Hand of the Creator; 
and are continued and maintained by bis immediate and 
conftant Agency. Gravity is a mighty Agent in our own 
World, and the vifible Syftem around us: If you could 
<lifcover fome immediate and mechanical Caufe of Gra- 
vity, you would find that there is another Caufe that lyes 
ftill behind; and the Enquiry muft, in the End, termi- 
nate in the firft Mover and intelligent Caufe of all Things. 
So that Gravity, notwithstanding the mighty Effects it 
produces, is itfelf ftrictly fpeaking merely an Effect^ 
conftantly produced and fupported by the immediate 
Hand of God. And the fame is true alfo of every other 
active Principle we obferve in Matter. For this, I appeal 
to the beft Philofophy that ever was known to the World, 
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and to the beft Philofophcrs, both of the prefent Age 
and the paft. He therefore that afcribes any given Event 
to natural Caufes, if he underftands his own Language, 
is fo far from excluding Providence from having a fharc 
in it, that he fuppofes it in the ftrongeft Manner. And 
thus true Philofophy and true Religion teach one and the 
fame Do&rine, that whether a Kingdom, a City, or 
even a Sparrow falleth, it is not without our Father 
which is in Heaven. 

But farther. As natural Caufes are under the imme- 
diate Hand of God, he can fet them to work, when and 
where he thinks proper } he can direct them to any Ob- 
ject, and adapt them to any End, that his Wifdom thinks 
fit to accomplish. His Powers lye hid, and his Trains 
are laid in every Part of Nature; in the Air, in the 
Waters, and in the Earth j and he can call them forth, 
at any Time, and give them A&ivity, in the Shape of 
natural Caufe and Effedt, to perform his Pleafure, and 
execute his Vengeance. He can employ the Power 
and Ambition of one Nation to correct the Infolence, 
and punifh the Profligacy of another. He can chaftife 
the Wickednefs of one Prince, by the Sword of another 
that is more wicked than himfelf ; and can humble him 
alfo in his Turn, by Plague or Peftilence, or any other 
Inftrument of his Wrath or Juftice. He that attends to 
what pafles in the World, and confiders the Nature of 
God and of Man, will fee that fuch Things are likely 

to 
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to happen ; and he that reads the Hiftory of Providence, 
as it lays in the Scriptures, will find that fuch Things 
have constantly happened, in all Ages of the World. 
And the fame Events may come to pafs again and again, 
by the fame Means j and yet to the Eye of Man they 
fhall feem to differ nothing from the cafual Operation 
of mere natural. Caufes. 

Had you feen the Story of St. Paul's Shipwreck in a 
common Hiftory, it had doubtlefs appeared to you 
fomething wonderful and uncommon. But ftill poffi- 
bly you might have difcovered nothing in it, beyond 
the Reach of natural Caufes. A lucky Chance perhaps, 
you would have faid, prefented to each of the poor 
Wretches a fortunate Plank, and a favourable Move- 
ment of the Waters carried him fafe to Land. But take 
it, as it lyes -explained in the- facred Hiftory, and you ♦ 
will fee, that the Hand of God was in it : He had a 
chofen VefTel on Board, deputed to execute a chofen 
Commiffion j and though the Wind and the Waves 
were mighty, yet the Purpofe of God was not to be de-r 
feated : He faved his favoured Minifter from the Ruin 
that feemed to threaten him, and mewed Mercy to the 
reft, for his Sake, : J! /' ; ' 

That a particular Providence attends both Individuals 
and public States, is a Point in which all Religions 
are agreed, whether Pagan, Jewilh, or Chriftian. But 
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it is fo ufual with Providence to apply natural Caufes, 
as they are called, to the Accomplishment of his hidden 
Purpofes, that the Sagacity of Man is but feldom able 
to difcern, when an Event is the Production of natural 
Caufes, and when it is ftric~tly miraculous, and owing 
to a fpecial Defignation of Providence. An unanfwer- 
able Reafon this, why we mould be candid in judging 
the Caufe of thofe, who fuffer by fignal Calamities j 
and an Argument, at the fame Time, for confidering 
all fuch Calamities, whether public or private, whe- 
ther they fall immediately on ourfelves or others, as 
providential Warnings of our Danger, and Calls, to Re- 
pentance. They fpeak the Language, which our Lord 
(poke to his Difciples, when the very Cafe came before 
him } except ye repent, ye fhall all like wife perifli. 

But the violent Convulfions of the Earth, that have 
of late been fo frequent, deftructive, and alarming, are 
not the only angry and threatening Symptoms that at- 
tend us. The Judgments of God are yet nearer to us. 
The Sword pi War is already unmeathed, and the 
bloody Banner difplayed. Providence has raifed us up 
an Enemy, at whofe Arts and Power we have juft Caufe 
to be alarmed. One that is ambitious and afpiringj 
politic, infidious and powerful ; that has made Europe 
tremble for her Liberties, and more than once prepared 
die Yoke, for the freeborn Spirits of this envied Ifland. 
The Wifdom of our Goyernofs feems happily to be 
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throwing the Conteft into an Element, where our natural 
Strength refides. But ftill let us remember, that the 
Race is not alyvays to the Swift, nor the Battle to the 
Strong- Providence can fave or deftroy by a fmall 
Force, as well as by a large one. If our Iniquities are 
full and the Time of Vengeance is come, our Strength 
will not avail us. If the Lord be on our Side, let us be- 
in no Pain for the Event, nor fear what Man can do 
unto us. 

It is high time then to take our own Cafe into fe- 
rious Confideration, and to fee what Grounds it affords 
either of Hope or of Fear. We have in Time paft 
feen our Days of Adverfity and Diftrefs. We have 
been encompaffed with fignal Dangers, and been fa- 
voured with fignal Deliverances. We have mourned 
and fought the Lord, when the Rod of his Anger has 
hung over -us }' and forfaken him again, when it was 
once removed out of our Sight. A very few Years 
have paffed, fince we were delivered from the Evils of 
a ruinous and deftru&ive War j. and fewer ftill fince 
Nature was convulfed under our Feet, when the Earth 
trembled 1 and threatened Deftruclion to this 'City and* 
Kingdom. And have we profited by thefe Terrors, 
and providential Warnings ? Have we feen the Judg- 
ments of God and learned Righteoufnefs ? The Cafe, I 
am afraid, is far btherwife. It is an unwelcome Tafk 
to open my Country's Wounds, and to publifh her Dif- 
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grace. I fhall do it with a gentle and fparing Hand, 
and leave your own Reflection to fupply the Reft. 
You will allow me to pafs over the Infolence and Li- 
centioufnefs, the dreadful Blafphemies and Profana- 
tions, the Intemperance and Excefs, that prevail amongft 
the inferior People j the general Depravity and Cor- 
ruption of Manners, the Lewdnefs and Debauchery, 
the horrid and unnatural Vices, that too vifibly abound 
in this great Mart and Sink of Corruption, But there 
are two Vices, which I would point out to your parti- 
cular Obfervation, becaufe they feem to mark very 
ftrongly the Character of this Age and Country j and 
they are a Contempt of Religon, and a Love of Plea- 
fure. Vices that are very nearly allied, that mutually 
beget and fupport each other, and are a fruitful Source 
of Vice and Corruption of all Kinds. 

Whether Infidelity prevails more in the prefent Ge- 
neration, than the paft, I fhall leave to nicer Ob- 
fervers to determine. But if it has not increafed in 
Numbers, fure I am it is grown worfc in Principle. 
The Infidel of the laft Age, though he difputed the 
Truth of the Gofpel, was yet a ftrenuous Affertor of 
natural Religion in all Points. But the Infidel of thefe 
Times not only renounces Christianity, and fports with 
ats moil folemn Myfteries, but boldly difclaims the 
effential Principles of natural Religion. I call the Doc- 
itrines of a Providence and a Life to come effential Prin- 
ciples j 
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ciples;. for they have ever paffed for fuch, fince Reli- 
gion,, either natural or revealed, has had a Being in the 
World. This, I am afraid, is growing apace to be the 
fafhionable Infidelity of the prefent Age. And yet what 
is it but Atheifm, difguifed under the fofter Name of 
Deifm ? To which no Government,, that is attentive to 
its own Safety, would allow even a Toleration ? 

Amongft the Contemners of Religion, I reckon, not 
only profeffed Infidels, but pretended Believers; who- 
profefs to believe in God and; in Chrift* and yet. live as 
if they owed them no Suit or Service; who never en tec 
the. Houfe of Godj nor approach, his holy Table, hut 
for/ome temporal, Purpofe ; who never put on fo much, 
as the Form of Godlineis, but to make a Gain of it,, 
Add this Clafs of Men to the former, and the Account 
will fwell. to a melancholy Size indeed. 

But a Luft of Pleafure is by far the more general Vice.. 
I know not indeed what Ranks of Men to exclude from 
a Share of it. Pleafure feems now to be taking Rank 
amongft the liberal Arts 4 and young- Minds are regularly 
broke and trained to it. Amongft thofe who pretend to. 
be of Fafhion, it feems to be an effential Part of Educa- 
tion i as if the natural Growth of Idlenefs and Vanity 
was not quick enough of itfelf, but muft be cultivated- 
and brought forward by Art. And the Purfuit of Plea- 
fure, in all its Variety and Extent, one would take to be 
a th& 
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the proper Bufinefs of Life, if one might judge from 
the unceafing Diligence and Zeal with which Multitudes 
feek and follow it. It was the Saying of a heathen Em- 
peror, that he had loft a Day, if it afforded no Oppor- 
tunity of doing Good. But thefe happy Improvers of 
Time would reckon fuch Days only loft, as were not 
employed in fome trifling and fafhionable Amufement. 
But it is needlefs to enlarge on the Keennefs of the pub- 
lic Appetite for Pleafure. It is the Obfervation of every 
Man, and the ferious Concern of every wife Man and 
Lover of his Country. But there is a very late Inftance 
of it which I obferved with Grief, and now tell with 
Shame and Regret. When the Day was now approach- 
ing, which had been appointed by Authority, to humble 
our/elves before Almighty God, and to bejeech him to avert 
his "Judgments from us ; and whilft it behoved every Man 
to be preparing his Heart, and compofing his Mind, 
for the more folemn Performance of this Duty j a pub- 
lic Summons was given to the Sons of Riot, and ten 
times repeated, to an Entertainment of the moft fufpi- 
cious Kind. To which many doubtlefs have gone, and 
returned with innocent Hearts ; but ftill its very Plan 
and Conftitution is evidently licentious. Where, as if to 
commit fome Deed of Darknefs, every one appears in a 
borrowed Face and Character j where Shame, the natu- 
ral Guard of Viitue, is entirely removed ; where the 
Nature of the Entertainment minifters Temptation, and 
affords ample Encouragement to Vice and Intrigue. 

Wretched 
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Wre|che4 Infatuation ! tp open a Scene of ,-fuch finifljed 
Vanity, fo likely to pervert tfce Heart iirid debauch it, 
whilft the Judgments of God were founding in our "gars, 
and we were moved by; all trje Powers' of R.eafon, of Re- 
ligion, and of Government, to befeech God/ to avert them ! 
The Revocation of this. Summons we owe to the Wifdom 
and Virtue of our Governors, .and to the* Piety of our 
gracipus Sovereign. ■• / 

! ! ■ i _i.;i : ■ , . ■ 

Our own Cafe then,' impartially confidered, affords, I 
am afraid* hut frnall Room for Hope. But ftill let us not 
defpair. There is one Source of 1 Hope., left, to which we 
may yet apply* and that is the Goodnefs and Mercy of 
Gq& Let us remember, that the Men of Nineveh 
were fayed from Deftrudipn, on a general Humiliation 
and Repentance, though the fatal Decree was palled, 
and a fhprt Etay fijced for Exequt;on. And even Sodom 
itfglf had been fpared, had ten righteous Men been 
found in the City. Let us not.! doubt then, but there 
is Mercy in referve for us alfo, if we feek it in Time, 
and feek it in the Manner we -ought. There is one 
Thing, and one only, that can render us worthy of it, 
jjnd rthat - is a fpeedy . Reformation ^and Amendment of 
Ifife. It js a ftubbofn y^o'rk to reform a whole People 
in .Principle, "ahdPradli^e'j'but'-let each Man fefolve to 
jrefprm himfelf and the Work is done. But let us re- 
member^ jhjajit is a Wprk which admits of no Delay. 
The jRifighs of God's 'WyathVafe difplayed in many 
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Shapes j his Judgments are round us, and in the Midft 
of us • and if we neglect it to-day, it may be out of our 
Power to-morrow. And where can we more fitly date 
the iEra of a new Life, than where God and Man call 
upon us to date it, this folemn Day of Humiliation, 
which the Wifdom and Piety of Government have ap- 
pointed for that Purpofe ? Then, from a Day of Con- 
trition and Sorrow, it (hall become a Day of real and 
lafting Joy to us and our Pofterity. 

But then confider farther; that Reformation mull not 
be a traniient A£t, to pafs away and vanifli with the 
gloomy Scene that now furrounds us. For this would 
be only a more fpecious Kind of Hypocrify, and fervt 
to aggravate our Guilt and not remove' it. The Founda- 
tion muft be laid much deeper, to make it, as it ought 
to be, a durable and ftanding Work. We muft not 
fuffer a Day to open or to clofe upon us, without re- 
fxefliing our Hearts and Minds with the Remembrance 
of it, and ftrengthening our Refolutions to continue and 
complete it. 

Thefe Meafures firmly and refolutely purfued will, we 
may be confident, bring us within the Reach of God's 
Mercy, and recommend us to his Aid and Protection. 
We may then hope that he will remove his Plagues and 
Terrors from us, and change them into Bleffings; that 
he will go forth with our Fleets and Armies, and bring 
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them back crowned with Honour, Vidtory and Peace y 
that he will give us to enjoy, in Comfort and Safety, 
the Milk and the Honey of our fruitful and happy 
Canaan, with all the Bleffings of a free, a flourishing 
and virtuous People j that he will fupport and ftrengthen 
the growing Age, and lengthen the precious Life of our 
Sovereign, for his own and his Kingdom's Sake, for the 
Sake of us and our Pofterityj that he will impart a full 
Meafure of his Grace to the Princes of his royal Houfe, 
infpire them with Prudence, Humanity, Wifdom and 
Magnanimity, and every princely Virtue, that can make 
them great and happy in themfelves, a Bleffing to their 
People, Examples to the Princes of Europe, and Orna- 
ments to Mankind. 

This flattering Profpe&mayftill be realized, and thefe 
Bleffings made our own, if moved by the Terrors of 
the Lord we teach our Hearts Submimon to Religion's 
Dictates, and while his Judgments are in the Earth learn 
Righteoufnefs. 



FINIS. 



BOOKS priffitfor T WmsfdWahT 3. *Wtit?z 
in Fleet-ftreet. 



7. TJHhop SHERLOCK'S Difcourfes preached at the Temple 
II Church, 3 Vol. Pr. 15s. N.fi. The ad-, and 3d. may be 

had feparate. 

JJ. his Six Difcourfes on the Ufe and Intent of 

PROPHECY. To which are added Four Differtations, via. 
1. The Authority of the Second Epiftle of St. PETER. 2. 
The Senfe of the Ancients before CHRIST, upon the FALL. 
And an Appendix, being a further Enquiry in the fame. 3. 
The Bl effingof J UD AH. 4. CHRIST'S Entry into JEJU^ 
SALEM. The Sixth Edition. Pr, 5s. 

III. ^ his Vindication of the CORPORATION 

and TEST ACTS : To which is added a Second Part, con- 
cerning the Religion of OATHS. Pr. is. 6d. 

IV. his Letter on the EARTHQUAKES, in a 

large Print. Pr. id. or 2j'for 46. Ip a fnjaH P{int, fr. id. 

or 25 for 2s. . i 

V. The Tryal of the Witneffes of the RESURRECTION of 
JESUS: Wherein not only the Objeaioas of Mr.WOOL- 
STON, but thofe which others have made to our Saviour's 
Miracles, are considered. The 13th Edit. Pr. is. 6d. 

VI. Dr. JORTIN's Difcourfes concerning the TRUTH of 'the 
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